[Respiratory effects of propofol].
Like other general anaesthetics, propofol exerts a respiratory depressant effect. Apnoea is especially frequent during induction of anaesthesia by propofol; it differs from that caused by barbiturates by its longer duration. During continuous administration, propofol exerts the same effect on respiratory function as other general anaesthetics, with an increased respiratory rate, diminished tidal volume and hypercapnia.